Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography in the management of pancreatic and biliary disease.
Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography is a new and valuable technique in the diagnosis of jaundice, pancreatic disease and obscure upper abdominal pain. Endoscopic sphincterotomy of the sphincter of Oddi and the extraction of stones from the common bile duct are an extension of this procedure already in use in several high-volume centres. Cannulation of the bile ducts and pancreatic ducts in tests of secretion and cytology will become increasingly common applications of the technique. In order to provide dependability and cost-effectiveness, specialists in this procedure must maintain a high volume, necessarily limiting it to a few practitioners. Use of a trained endoscopic technician, a radiologist trained in endoscopy, or an endoscopist trained in fluoroscopy and spot-filming may decrease the manpower costs of this procedure.